
CIVICS SUMMER 

Instructional PACKET 

 

 

DIRECTIONS: 

 

1. Please complete the eight Civics lesson enclosed in 

the packet. 

 

2. Create and keep a Civics journal (notebook) to 

define terms to understand and answer the 

questions at the end of each lesson. You will 

complete some of the activities by writing answers 

in this packet and others in your Civics journal. 

 

3. Turn in your completed Civics Summer Packet and 

Civics journal to your Civics teacher. 

 
-Department of Social Sciences- 

-Miami Dade County Public Schools- 

 



Civics Lessons – Table of Content 

 

 Page 5: Lesson 1: Why did the Founders believe that people needed a 

government?   

<Benchmark addressed>  SS.7.C.1.1.  Recognize how Enlightenment ideas 

including Montesquieu’s view of separation of powers and John Locke’s theories 

related to natural law and how Locke’s social contract influenced the Founding 

Fathers. 

 Page 12: Extension Lesson 1: The Ideals of the Declaration: Which is Most 

Important? 

<Benchmarks addressed> SS.7.C.1.3  Describe how English policies and 

responses to colonial concerns led to the writing of the Declaration of 

Independence.                    

SS.7.C.1.4 Analyze the ideas (natural rights, role of the government) and 

complaints set forth in the Declaration of Independence. 

 Page 14: Lesson 2: What is a constitutional government? 

<Benchmarks addressed>  SS.7.C.3.1  Compare different forms of government 

(direct democracy, representative democracy, socialism, communism, monarchy, 

oligarchy, autocracy)           

SS.7.C.1.7  Describe how the Constitution limits the powers of government 

through separation of powers and checks and balances. 

 Page 19: Extension Lesson 2: How Did the Constitution Guard Against 

Tyranny? 

<Benchmark addressed> SS.7.C.1.5 Identify how the weaknesses of the   

Articles of Confederation led to the writing of the Constitution. 

 Page 21: Lesson 3: What was the first national government like? 

<Benchmark addressed> SS.7.C.1.5 Identify how the weaknesses of the   

Articles of Confederation led to the writing of the Constitution. 

 Page 29: Lesson 4: How was the Philadelphia Convention organized? 

<Benchmark addressed> SS.7.C.1.5 Identify how the weaknesses of the   

Articles of Confederation led to the writing of the Constitution. 
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 Page 36: Lesson 5: How many representatives should each state have in 

Congress? 

<Benchmarks addressed> SS.7.C.1.5 Identify how the weaknesses of the   

Articles of Confederation led to the writing of the Constitution.  

SS.7.C.1.7 Describe how the Constitution limits the powers of government 

through separation of powers and checks and balances. 

 Page 44: Extension Lesson 5: Should the Electoral College Be Abolished? 

 

<Benchmarks addressed> SS.7.C.1.5 Identify how the weaknesses of the   

Articles of Confederation led to the writing of the Constitution.  

SS.7.C.1.7 Describe how the Constitution limits the powers of government 

through separation of powers and checks and balances. 

 Page 46: Lesson 6: What basic ideas about government are included in the 

Preamble to the Constitution? 

 

<Benchmark addressed> SS.7.C.1.6 Interpret the intentions of the Preamble of 

the Constitution.  

 

 Page 51: Lesson 7: How does the Constitution limit the powers of our 

government? 

<Benchmark addressed> SS.7.C.1.7 Describe how the Constitution limits the 

powers of government through separation of powers and checks and balances. 

 Page 57: Lesson 8: What are some important responsibilities of citizens? 

 

<Benchmarks addressed> SS.7.C.2.1 Define the term “citizen,” and identify legal 

means of becoming a U.S. citizen. 

 

SS.7.C.2.2  Evaluate the obligations citizens have to obey laws, pay taxes, 

defend the nation, and serve on juries.  

 

SS.7.C.2.4  Evaluate rights contained in the Bill of Rights and other amendments 

to the Constitution.  
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 Page 65: Extension Lesson 8: Should Schools Be Allowed to Limit 

Students’ Online Speech? 

 

<Benchmarks addressed>  SS.7.C.2.4  Evaluate rights contained in the Bill of 

Rights and other amendments to the Constitution. 

 

SS.7.C.2.5  Distinguish how the Constitution safeguards and limits individual 

rights. 

 

SS.7.C.2.13  Examine multiples perspectives on public and current issues. 

 

SS.7.C.3.6  Evaluate constitutional rights and their impact on individuals and 

society. 

 

SS.7.C.3.12  Analyze the significance and outcomes of landmark Supreme Court 

cases including but not limited to, Marbury v. Madison, Plessy v. Ferguson, 

Brown v. Board of Education, Gideon v. Wainwright, Miranda v. Arizona, In re 

Gault, Tinker v. Des Moines, Hazelwood v. Kuhlmeier, United States v. Nixon, 

and Bush v. Gore.  

 

 Page 67: Extension Lesson 8: Search and Seizure: Did the Government Go 

Too Far? 

 

<Benchmarks addressed>  SS.7.C.2.4  Evaluate rights contained in the Bill of 

Rights and other amendments to the Constitution. 

 

SS.7.C.2.5  Distinguish how the Constitution safeguards and limits individual 

rights. 

 

SS.7.C.2.13  Examine multiples perspectives on public and current issues. 

 

 Page 69: Extension Lesson 8: Is the American Jury System Still a Good 

Idea? 

 

<Benchmarks addressed>  SS.7.C.2.2. Evaluate the obligation citizens have to 

obey law, pay taxes, defend the nation, and serve on juries. 

 

SS.7.C.2.4  Evaluate rights contained in the Bill of Rights and other amendments 

to the Constitution. 
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SS.7.C.2.5  Distinguish how the Constitution safeguards and limits individual 

rights. 

 

SS.7.C.2.13  Examine multiples perspectives on public and current issues. 

 

SS.7.C.3.8  Analyze the structure, functions, and processes of the legislative, 

executive, and judicial branches. 

 

 Page 71: Extension Lesson 8: Should Americans Be Required to Vote? 

 

<Benchmarks addressed>  SS.7.C.2.2. Evaluate the obligation citizens have to 

obey law, pay taxes, defend the nation, and serve on juries. 

 

SS.7.C.2.4  Evaluate rights contained in the Bill of Rights and other amendments 

to the Constitution. 

 

SS.7.C.2.13  Examine multiples perspectives on public and current issues. 

 

SS.7.C.3.6  Evaluate constitutional rights and their impact on individuals and 

society. 

 

SS.7.C.3.7  Analyze the impact of the 13th, 14th, 15th, 19th, 24th, and 26th 

amendments on participation of minority groups in the American political process. 

 

 

 

**Please note – These lessons are taken and adapted from We the People – The 

Citizen and the Constitution, 2003, Center for Civic Education and from The DBQ 

Project Resource, 2012.  
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Text Box
Directions: Identify/Define the following terms in your journal by writing them under the following title: Lesson 1 Terms
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Name your imaginary far away island:Where in the world is your island located?

241958
Text Box
Answer the following questions in your journal under the following title:         Lesson 1 Questions
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      Lesson 1
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241958
Text Box
                  Activity:Draw a map of your imaginary island and include the following: physical features, a compass rose, a key/legend, and label your map with other features you imagine to exist on your island.



241958
Text Box
    Page 9

241958
Text Box
 Lesson 1



241958
Text Box
     Lesson 1

241958
Text Box
    Page 10



241958
Text Box
                                             Lesson Fun Activities To-Do1. Draw a cartoon or picture below explaining what life might be like in a state of nature and why we need government.2. Write a short story that tells how the rights of life, liberty, and property apply to you and your family.3. Civics Online Fun: Visit the following website to learn more about this topic and Civics information:    http://games.sunnylandsclassroom.org/Preview/Default.aspx
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Directions: Answer the following questions in your journal under the following title:             Lesson 1 Review Questions.
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  Civics Lesson 1
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Extension Activity: Reading
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Text Box
In the second paragraph of the Declaration, Thomas Jefferson focused on the following ideals.

241958
Text Box
 Directions: Complete the questions and vocabulary activity on the next page while thinking about the concepts and ideals of the Declaration of Independence.
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Text Box
Activity:Read the following Rules and Laws # 1-6. Place a checkmark next to the rules and laws that explain how a government is to be run.Place an "x" next to the rules and laws that do not explain how a government is to be run. Write locations and places in which these rules and laws would apply in society.
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241958
Text Box
Directions: Identify/Define the following terms in your journal by writing them under the following title: Lesson 2 Terms

241958
Text Box
Directions: Answer the following questions in your journal under the following title: Lesson 2 Questions
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Activity:  Design a constitution for your house. Include the laws and rules of how the government in your house should be run. Also, include the natural rights of the people living in your house and the limits to the constitution.TITLE OF MY CONSTITUTION:LAWS AND RULES:1.2.3.4.5.Natural Rights:Limits:
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241958
Text Box
Directions: Answer the following questions in your journal under the following title:          Lesson 2 Review Questions.
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        Civics Lesson 2

241958
Text Box
Extension Activity: Reading
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Directions: Complete the questions and vocabulary activity on the next page while thinking about how the Constitution guards against tyranny.
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241958
Text Box
Directions: Identify/Define the following terms in your journal by writing them under the following title: Lesson 3 Terms
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     Lesson 3
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    Lesson 3
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 Lesson 3, Page 26
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     Lesson 3
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Fun Lesson Activities:1. Create a short rap, song or poem that shows one of the problems under the Articles of Confederation. Perform your completed assignment for your friends and family.2. Draw a picture or cartoon of a farmer in protest during Shay's Rebellion. Label your cartoon or picture and describe the events. 
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Directions: Answer the following questions in your journal under the following title:                Lesson 3 Review Questions.



241958
Text Box
               CIVICS SUMMER                   LESSON 4   

241958
Text Box
   Page 29



241958
Text Box
     Lesson 4
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241958
Text Box
Directions: Identify/Define the following terms in your journal by writing them under the following title: Lesson 4 Terms
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      Lesson 4
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                                CIVICS FUN LESSON ACTIVITIES TO DO1. After learning about the Framers and their role during the lesson, list some characteristics that describes a Framer during the Philadelphia Convention.2. Should the debates that took place between the Framers been conducted in secret? Explain your answer.3. Draw a political cartoon of Benjamin Franklin's role during the Constitutional Convention. 
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241958
Text Box
Directions: Answer the following questions in your journal under the following title:                  Lesson 4 Review Questions.
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Text Box
Directions: Identify/Define the following terms in your journal by writing them under the following title: Lesson 5 Terms
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   Lesson 5
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241958
Text Box
Directions:Pretend you are a delegate.  Study the bar graph on the next page and complete the chart on page 5. Read the questions and write your answers on the chart.  
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Text Box
Make a decision based on the   lesson.

241958
Text Box
Directions: Answer the questions in your journal under the following title:          Lesson 5, Problem to Solve      Questions
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Text Box
    Lesson 5
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     Lesson 5
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241958
Text Box
                                     CIVICS FUN LESSON ACTIVITIES TO-DO1. Think of a problem in your school or with your classmates or friends that causes disagreements. Make a list of things to consider when you compromise or negotiate. What things should you do? What things should you not do? Then, try working out a compromise that your classmates would agree to.2. Find the names of the people who represent your state in the United States Senate. Go online to the following website to get your answers for the Senate.http://www.senate.gov/general/contact_information/senators_cfm.cfm3. How many representatives does your state have in the United States House of Representatives? What is the number of your congressional district? Who is your representative?  Go online to the following website to get your answers for the House of Representatives.http://www.house.gov/representatives/
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Directions: Answer the following questions in your journal under the following title:          Lesson 5 Review Questions.
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    Civics Lesson 5
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 Extension Activity: Reading 
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241958
Text Box
Directions: Complete the following questions on the next page that corresponds to this reading.
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       Extension Activity
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Brainstorm and Identify: Read the following questions and write your thoughts in your Civics journal under the following title:   Lesson 6 - Ideas to Discuss
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Lesson 6, Page 47



241958
Text Box
     Lesson 6
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241958
Text Box
Directions: Identify/Define the following terms in your journal by writing them under the following title:               Lesson 6 Terms
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                                    CIVICS FUN LESSON ACTIVITIES TO-DO1. Create six symbols to represent each of the six parts of the Preamble. In your own words, write a sentence that tells what each symbol means. Use the six symbols to create a poster or dividers in your journal.
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Directions: Answer the following questions in your journal under the following title:          Lesson 6 Review Questions.
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Directions: Think about how you might distribute these powers in your class or home government. Answer the following questions in your Civics journal under the following title:         Lesson 7 Idea Questions
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Directions: Identify/Define the following terms in your journal by writing them under the following title: Lesson 7 Terms
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                                 CIVICS FUN LESSON ACTIVITIES TO-DO1. Draw a diagram showing your understanding of the separation of powers and checks and balances2. Watch the news or read an article that is about one of the branches of government. Detail below which branch of government it is discussing and summarize in a short paragraph the article or news story in your own words. Include information about where the Constitution delegates this power to the branch of government mentioned in your article or news story.
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Directions: Answer the following questions in your journal under the following title:                Lesson 7 Review Questions.
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241958
Text Box
Directions: Identify/Define the following terms in your journal by writing them under the following title:    Lesson 8 Terms
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241958
Text Box
Activity: Let's examine some responsibilities that might go along with your basic rights. Design a small booklet (with five pages), and answer the following sets of questions for each right in each of the five pages of your booklet. 
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  Booklet     Page 2
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 Booklet    Page 4
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 Lesson 8, Page 62
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                                        CIVICS FUN LESSON ACTIVITIES TO-DO1. Write a short story about what can happen in a community where people do not exercise their responsibility to be good citizens.2. Create a poster that shows some rights of citizens and the responsibilities that those rights carry.3. Draw a picture of someone famous or someone you know that is a naturalized citizen making an important contribution to the United States.
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Directions: Answer the following questions in your journal under the following title:          Lesson 8 Review Questions
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   Civics Lesson 8
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Text Box
 Extension Activity: Reading
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Text Box
Directions: Complete the questions on the following page that corresponds to this reading.
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 Civics Lesson 8
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  Extension Activity: Reading
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Text Box
Directions: Complete the questions on the following page that corresponds to this reading.
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   Extension Activity: Reading 
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Directions:Complete the questions on the following page that corresponds with this reading.
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      Civics Lesson 8
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Text Box
 Extension Activity: Reading
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241958
Text Box
Directions:Please complete the questions in the following page that corresponds to this reading.
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